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other important men who, as in 1909, were in favour of going all lengths at whatever cost.
There followed a sharp struggle in the Unionist party between the " Die-hards," as the Halsbury party were called, and the moderates, now led by Lord Lansdowne; the former declaring that the threat to create peers was a bluff which could safely be called, the latter seeing the worst disaster of all in the " swamping creation " which now threatened. The issue was in doubt up to the last moment, for of the 600 peers some 400 had not been in the habit of attending the House; and whether these " backwoodsmen," as they were called, would follow Lord Lansdowne or Lord Halsbury, and whether they
old even be reached in the short time now available, was uncertain. It now became impossible to keep the King's name out of the controversy, for Lord Lansdowne was in a position in which he could only withdraw under this visible pressure, and he accordingly communicated the facts to a meeting of Unionist peers which took place at his house on July 21.
The Last Phase
The Bill with the peers' amendments had in the meantime (July 26) received a third reading in the House of Lords, and four days later it returned to the Commons in an atmosphere of heat and confusion, little conducive to wise and sober counsels. When the Prime Minister rose to explain the intentions of the Government his voice was drowned in shouts from the opposite benches and he was obliged to resume his seat, leaving his speech to be reported in the next day's papers, The Unionists now moved votes of censure in both Houses declaring the advice given by Ministers to the King, " whereby ti|ey obtained from His Majesty a pledge that a sufficient ;ibe£*-.a£,rpeecs would be created to pass the Parliament iar"thesltape in which it left the Commons," to be "a 8,'riobtipft. of constitutional liberty " ; and heated debates owed faaifeg in each House to the foregone conclusion. Ga August 8 the Commons dealt with the Lords' amend-i&mts* accepted one, excluding from the operation of the Bill —.- _ ^                tw * duratic
any measme mopping the duration of Parliament beyond five years, madett $mM concession on another by providing that the Speaker should consult the Chairman of Ways andto that portion, and the King did no more than promise t0:}pTC effect to die decision of the people, provided that ifccisjba was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
